2i July
The rebels themselves announce that the Government are in
full control only in Madrid and Barcelona.
A ROYAL RECEPTION
An afternoon reception was held by the King in the grounds
of Buckingham Palace, when about three hundred debutantes
were due to be presented before the King. The King took his
seat with members of the Royal Family sitting behind him, and
the procession of debutantes started. After about half an hour
a slight drizzle began, which soon developed into heavy rain.
The King left his chair to look at the sky. The Lord Chamber-
lain at once stopped the stream of debutantes, and, after a brief
conversation with the King, announced that His Majesty had
ordered the party to be abandoned. Later it was officially an-
nounced that those ladies summoned to the afternoon reception
who, owing to the interruption of the ceremony by the weather,
were unable to be presented, were considered as having been
officially presented at Court.
THE KING'S HOLIDAY
The King has changed his holiday plans. It is now said that
after unveiling the Vimy Ridge Memorial he will return to
England and stay in the country for a few days. Later he will
go abroad to Cannes.
THE OLYMPIC GAMES
The Olympic torch, on its way from Corinth, reached Athens
about 6.30 in the evening, having been carried along the Sacred
Way by relays of runners. It was taken to the Theseion, where
other runners, dressed in the classical chiton, carried it to the
Propylsea of the Acropolis. Here its bearer was challenged by
an artist in classical priestly robes. The runner replied, UI come
from Olympia bearing the fire from the Temple of Zeus." He
then entered the Acropolis, where the priest kindled the fire on
an altar erected before the Parthenon, which was surrounded
by fifty-two Evzones of the Royal Guard bearing the flags of
the nations taking part in the games, and twenty girls dressed
as priestesses of the Temple of Athene, who showered flowers
on the altar. Thence the torch was carried by successive run-
ners, including a former Marathon Winner, down to the
Stadium, where it was awaited by the King and many thousands
of people. As it entered the Stadium, the torch was taken by M.
Kotzias, the Demarch of Athens, to.an altar which was sur-
rounded by girls wearing costumes of all periods from Minoan
and Mycenaean times down to Byzantine. On this altar a fire was
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